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The National Road was started to give Easterners access to the newly developing frontier west of the Appalachian Mountains. 

By 1833 it arrived in  Columbus, using the old Zane’s Trace through Zanesville, now home to the National Road and Zane Grey 

Museum. By 1838 it had made it all the way to Springfield. It was soon eclipsed by the railroad for the transportation of goods 

west. However with the advent of modern personal transportation the road became viable again. Today U.S. Route 40 follows 

most of the Old route and many towns and villages use the name for prominent street, like National Road in Vandalia. 

  

Ohio has a long history with outdoor resources. The early settlers used the forest to build houses, and 

the fields to grow food. As the state’s population grew, and more diverse resources were used, the 

state found a need to preserve its natural beauty. The first state parks were based on canal reservoirs, 

with Licking Reservoir becoming Buckeye Lake State Park in 1896. Many different organizations and 

local groups worked towards this, but the effort was disjointed. 75 years ago, on May 9, 1949, the state 

legislature signed in to law the creation of a single Department of Natural Resources. 
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